Constructional constraint and its ecomorphological implications.
This paper analyses the role of constructional morphology in explaining the limitations on the interactions between an organism and those factors in its environment which are potentially relevant to its inclusive fitness. Constructional morphology deals with the relations between functionally relevant anatomical units (apparatuses or functional components) and thereby demonstrates what quantitative and qualitative constraints there are on combining units necessary for environmental interactions. It is argued that investigations on the relations between form and environment (ecological morphology) should (1) consider three types of relations: form-form, form-function and function-environment factor, (2) include behavioral and physiological ecology and (3) not be limited to a particular stage, but include as much of ontogeny as possible.